Tcaching (uide for Mountains
begond Mountains

(Cquide Written Bg: (_reed (Greer

First-Year \/\/riting
ENC f101: ]ntroduction to Co”cge Writing
" NC 1102 |ntroduction to Argument and [ersuasion

Pecause students of |ntroduction to Co”ege Writing write in
rhetorical or argumentative modes, it is an ideal course in which
to explore Tracg Kidders non-fiction dcscription of conditions
in [aiti, global Politich and social or technological divides. T he
use of Mountains Beyond Mountains creates an opportunity to

develop a theme for an entire course; altemativelg, classes may
also delve into a Particular section ap licable to a unit of the

course a]reacl9 in place.
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Rhetorical Analgsis

. MBM Mountains Peyond Mountains is narrated from the point
of view of its Putative author, who lives and travels with Paul [Tarmer
for some time. While thcg are in (_uba, [Tarmer confronts his
author/narrator and tries to shape the story that will be told: “When
others write about People who live on the edgc, who cha”enge their

comfortable lives . .. thcg usua”y doitina way that allows a reader a
way out. You could rendergcnerositg into Pathologg, commitment into
obsession. |f the very warm reception of mein (ubais Portraged as
because l’m thought to be a SYyco hantic a”g of Cuba, then the Cuban
doctors’ concern for the poor of [Taiti would be lost” <PP 206-207).

. AP lication: \WWhat is the authors Position on | armer’s reception in
(_ubaoron[armerin gcneral and what rhetorical devices are used to
express that Position? Does Kidder give readers a way out? In other
wor&s, are our comfortable lives trulg cha”cngcd 139 the book or are we
led to think of [Tarmer as having a Psgcho!ogical imbalance, thus a”owing
us to be contented with our comfortable lives?

o MPM: Ata medical conference, Farmergivcs two talks: “One spccch
is for clinicians, how to deal with ||V and D coinfection, he said,
“The otheris whg life sucks” (P 198). | his second talk is Paraphrascc]
and quotcd

. APPlication: Ana!gzc the rhetoric of the “whg life sucks” talk and
determine whether it is a successful argument. Also discuss whether
this same sort of sPecch would work with a more Politica”g conservative

audience.




Definition

« MPM: A signhcicant part of the first half of Mountains Beyond
Mountains is devoted to the definition of terms Perhaps because the

definition of terms is the foundation of many of its arguments. Earlg on,
Farmcr defines Anthropologg <P 77_) and later asks) “What does that
mean, ‘P'm an American’?” <P 80). And, most imPortantlg, he declares
that “\Ne have to think about health in the broadest Possiblc sense”

(p. 91). e means that “health” is no’cjus’c about treating a Particular
isease in a Particular person. Rather, it has to do with poverty, access
to heath care, and Political oPPression. In one memorable scene, [ armer
shows that the best way to imProve the health of a [Haitian communitg is

to put tin roofs on their houses.

. APPlication: E_xplain how the definition of spcchcic terms, such as

“health,” shapcs the arguments put forward in Mountains Peyond
Mountains. Argue that the definition of a Particular term used in the
book is valid or invalid. Whg is the definition or redefinition of terms

critical to [Tarmer’s mission?

. MBM armer’s co”eaguc, )im Kim, defines Poli’cical correctness as “‘a
very well-crafted tool to distract us. . .. Clean up your own vocabularg
SO you can show every bod9 you have ... social caPital L7 <P 100).

o Application: Discuss an examplc of Politica”y correct language and
argue that it fits Kim’s definition.

o MBM Farmer and his co”eagucs “sPent a lot of time dcrining
themselves, rather often bg derining what theg weren’t” (P 101).

o APPlication: Whg is it easier to define what you are not than to define

what you are”?




(_ausal Analgsis

. MBM In Mountains Beyond Mountains arguing about causes is

as imPortant as definitions of terms . |n order to cure a Patient, one
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needs to know the cause of the illness. ]n order to rcpair a heath care
sgstem, we need to understand what causes the sgstem to fail. Onc
serious area of concern was that of infant mortalitg. We can address
the immediate causes of infant mortality, germs in a water source, for
examplc, or we can look into root causes—“the neglcct of a Fccklcss,

greeclg government” (9 8).

. APPlication: Where in the present (1S administration do you sce a
conflict between immediate and root causes of Problems’? How best
should these Problcms be addressed? |n con&ucting the ]raq War, is
it imPortant to understand the historical causes of conflict between

religious factions?




Narrative Argument

. MBM Mountains Peyond Mountains is a narrative argument. [t tells
the story of Paul [Tarmers life and work, Focusing on his strugglc for

socialjusticc and for the health and welfare of cople in cxtremelg poor
Placcs such as [Jaiti. T he story makes compcl ing arguments about the
distribution of wealth and how a small group of committed Pcople can

changc ‘che world.

. APPlication: chtiﬁj several theses on the toPic. Focusing on one or
two chapters, explain how the narrative is constructed. \What evidence is
used to prove a Particular thesis?

. MBM Farmer would tell the story of a false narrative—the idea
that A]DS had come to the US from A)Crica through Haiti. This
story was PchctuatecI though the media and a number of official
organizations, such as the (enterfor Disease (_ontrol, even without
clear evidence of its bcing true. Now we know, accor&ing to [“armer,
that A]DS was likclg transmitted to [Jaiti from the US bg American,
(_anadian, and [Jaitian American sex tourists <P 106).

. APPlication: What is it about the false narrative that leads us to accept
it as true? |s [ armers version of the story more comPe”ing’? Whg?
Loca”y, various narratives regarding the homeless Population and
Panhandlcrs regularlg appear in the news. Analgzc one of these stories
and discuss its power to Persuade us.




