First-Year [Tlorida Teaching (Juide
for Mountains Bcgond Mountains

(Guide written by: Darius Post
Y

\/a]ue of Co”ege

e MPM: During his first semester in co”ege, Farmer did not get As. [How
did [Tarmers background affect his transition into co”ege? (exP]ore his

sense of “home,” encountering wealth, [oining an “all-white” Fratemitg,

getting away from his father whom he djesperatelg tried to Please p- 55)

e A Plication: FHow has your backgrounc] influenced your transition to
coﬁege? [n what ways have you found or are you Finding help with your
transition? \What differences/similarities have you found between co”cgc

and your home environment?

o MDPM: [Tarmer was often criticized for creating a healthcare system
in Cangc that was not replicable, sPcchCica”y due to his sPending, free
services, Personal attention to Paticnts, and holistic approach. How do you
think [Tarmer’s values influenced his decision to continue these costlg forms
of treatment? (Explore his belief in socialjustice, America’s contribution to
Haiti’s poverty, how poverty could be solved if the wealth was re-distributed,
all sugering is not equa], liberation theologg)

. APPlication: How do your values influence your decision to come to co”cge
or how you sPenci your time while in Co”ege (i.e. values of education, Familg,
faith, socialjustice) taking care your whole self)?



Finding Your Fath

e MPM: What values did Paul [Farmer learn while at Duke? (explore
Philosophg learned from Virchow, majorcd in medical anthropology, interest

in Faitian culture Pp- 60-6%)

o Application: Who or what has influenced your major? What cxPericnccs

have influenced your Personal Philosophﬂ and/or carecrgoa]s’?

o MPM: What influenced [Tarmer's decision to s’cucﬂg abroad in Paris and also

become active in migrant laborissues forlocal farm workers? [Jow did these
cxpcrienccs affect his career goals? (Explore Farmers quote about not
being outragecl !:)3 what was going on in the worlcl,just curious because he
believed the truth about what was going on in the world laﬂ hidden from most
Americans. See page 62-6%) How does this Play into his unclcrstanding of

g]obal issues”?

. Application: Are you interested in studying abroad? What cxPcriences
miglﬂt influence your decision to studg abroad? What issues are you
Passionate about and w}‘ng? Do you feel that the truth of what is going on
in the world is hidden from you? Whg or whg not? Are there parts of our
world that you feel unexposc& to? thre do you get your information about
“the truth” of what is going on in the world? [ ow would you evaluate those

sources of information?

o MPM: What sacrifices has [Tarmer made to pursue his goals? Do you
think the sacrifices are worth it? (Explore Farmers loss of relationship with

Ophelia Dahl, lcaving his Familg in Faris, commitment to globa] issues v.
Cange, Personal health and sam%tg).

. Application: What sacrifices have you made to pursue your academic,
Pcrsonal, and professional goals’? What sacrifices are you wi”ing to make for
3ourgoals’? ]’“row do Prioritizc your values when you are consiclering what to

sacrifice? [ 1ave other pco le in your life made sacrifices to make co”ege (or

other exPcriences) Possib e for you? FHow does this influence the way you

think about making sacrifices for others?




]dentitg and Relationships

e MPM: [Farmer cmphasizecl the belief that “the only nation is humanitg.” [f
Farmer does, in fact, idcnti{;y as a human first, how does this influence his
relationships to his gamilg, friends, lovers, work? [Jow does this influence his
interaction with the Pcople of Haiti?

J APPlica’cion: Do you agree with [armer that the “onlg nation is humanitﬂ?”
Whg or whﬂ not? [ow does your i&cntitg influence your interactions with
friends, family, lovers, and/or personal and professional aspirations?
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o MDPM: [Farmeridentified first as a (_atholic, but his social activism changecl

his views from (Catholicism to | iberation Thcologg because in liberation
thcologg he found a call forimmediate action in this lifetime as oPPosecl to
the idea of sccking haPPincss in the afterlife. Also he believed faith was

impor’can’c because it was so impor’can’c to the poor. Do you agree?

J APPlica’cion: |s faith imPor’cant to you? Whg or w}‘ng not? [ave your
cxpericnces changcd gourlcaith? [How so? [Fave you been exposcd to other
Pcoplcs’ faith traditions? \What might you gain from such an cxpericncc’?

o MPM: Thc Pcople of Haiti believed that sorcery was the cause of

T uberculosis. [Tarmer and others believed that most voodoo rituals which
have been seen as grotesque bg the outside world are healing ceremonies
developcd as an impor’can’c response to the lack of proper medical care. One
woman in the book told Paul [Tarmer that [Haitian beliefs were “complcx”

in that many [Haitians believed in both sorcery and science (medical care).
Do you think someone can believe in both science and religion? What

other complexi’cies do you see in i&cntitg Plaging out in the book (i.e. Paul

as | ather, [Husband, [Triend, Doctor, Scholar, T eacher, American, and
“blan”)

o A Plica’cion: What are some ways in which your i&cntitg (faith, Familg
im([lgucncc, geographic origin, race, etc.) is complex’? How do you negotiate
the complexitics oFgour iclentitg? (an you think of any cxamplcs of things
you believe in that might seem contradictory to others but are part of the
comP]exitg of who you are?




« MPM: T!ﬂc [Haitians identified one of Fau]’s African-American co”caguc
as “blan,” which means “little white man,” and even thought him and Faul,
déspite the difference in “race,” were brothers. \Nhat does this tell you
about racial identitg in [Taiti? [How does it differ from US formations of

racial i&cntitg?

o APPlication: [How did your undcrstandings of race or ethnicitg form? [ow
did t!ﬁeg change/aré t}ﬁeg changing in your transition to the (/Iniversitg of
Florida? Do you feel that there are distinct differences between races or

are we a”, as Faul says, “one human race?”

Civic [ ngagement//\ctive Citizenskip

J MBM For some People seeing that changing the world is an uphill or even
losing battle would make them give up and focus onlg on themseﬁcs and their
own success. [ Jow do you understand whg Farmeris able to keep going and

working for the goocl of the People of Haiti clesPi’ce his belief that there are

“mountains begonc} mountains” of Problcms’?

. APPlication: FHow do our beliefs about the world affect our choice to
serve and the way in which we serve ourlocal, national, and international
communities? Do you feel that Americans have too much wealth and
should sPrcad our wealth amongst the Poor? What issues most move you to
activism? \What sugering have you seen and how has it influenced your civic
engagement, service and lcadcrship thus farin your life? How do you think
this might changc over the course oFyour time in co”egc’?

J MBM Farmer believed that it was “re&is’crihutivcjustice” to “borrow” clrugs
and lab services from his hospita] in Poston for use in the clinic in Cange.
Do you believe that this is ethical?

J APPlication: [How have you given back to your communitg? What are some
areas that may merit “reclis’cributivejusticc” in the (Gainesville community?
What role do ethics Plag as you become an active citizen of the UI:
communitg and Thc (ator Nation?
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